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school to go in with you, each buying a 
book and then sharing with others. 
After you do some reading you may have 
some questions to ask. Write me, or come 
around for a talk at the Annual College 
Homecoming in March. 
Dear Letter Box; 
I am teaching in my home county. In our 
teachers' meetings we each have a question 
to answer. My question for our next meet- 
ing is, "Should music appreciation be taught 
at a regular period each day or at a time 
when the children become restless and in- 
attentive ?" 
I think it should be taught at a regular 
period, but I would appreciate your help in 
answering the question. 
Susan Jones 
Dear Susan: 
Restless children often need the calm and 
relaxation that soft music brings. That is 
why primary teachers usually play the vic- 
trola during rest periods. But this is not 
music appreciation. In appreciation the aim 
is enjoyment and always enjoyment at a 
higher level. Now to enjoy music one must 
listen, really listen in an active way. And 
that sort of listening is not best done when 
one is worn out or restless. 
Again music appreciation involves other 
things besides listening—anything which 
increases the value attached to music is 
building appreciation. So we use stories 
or poems about the musician or related to 
the theme of the music. We study musical 
instruments and build simple ones. We 
compose songs or other little pieces when 
we need them in our group living or just 
for the sheer joy of self-expression. Surely 
this is not the work of tired children. Nor 
is it any more restful than similar work in 
other subjects such as art or dramatics. 
But to say that music appreciation is not 
a relaxation exercise does not imply that it 
is best scheduled at a "certain time" every 
day. A better way is to determine how 
much time is to be given to music apprecia- 
tion each week. Then this time can be used 
when the mood is suitable or when there is 
something special to be enjoyed. 
Best wishes for the speech. 
THE READING TABLE 
PRIMARY EDUCATION IN RUSSIA 
Nursery School and Parent Education in 
Soviet Russia. By Vera Fediaevsky in col- 
laboration with Patty Smith Hill. New York: 
E. P. Dutton & Co. 1936. 265 pp. $2.50. 
No one person has done more for the 
happiness, welfare, and understanding of 
young children than Patty Smith Hill, Pro- 
fessor Emeritus of Education at Teachers 
College, Columbia University. While she 
has not done much writing herself, her in- 
fluence is far reaching. She has inspired 
those who have worked under her guidance 
and direction to share with those not so 
fortunate the results of their labors. In 
1929 Miss Hill with a group of educators 
from America, England, China, Japan and 
Australia visited Soviet Russia at the for- 
mal invitation of Anitoli Vasilievich Lun- 
acharsky, Commissar of Education. Madam 
Fediaevsky, one of the outstanding leaders 
in the education of young children, made 
it possible for them to see the work done 
in Russia. As Miss Hill said, "We were al- 
lowed absolute freedom to come and go, to 
investigate and draw our own conclusions 
regarding what we saw; and criticisms were 
largely sought." 
This book, then, is the result of that visit. 
Madam Fediaevsky says that without Miss 
Hill's "constant encouragement, unfailing 
interest, untiring and invaluable assistance, 
this book would never have come into exist- 
ence." 
The slogan "Women and children first" 
is supplanted by "Infants and mothers first" 
in Soviet Russia. At a railway ticket-office 
where a long line of people may be waiting, 
the mother with a young child is always 
given first place. 
Soviet Russia is the "only country that is 
building up socialism, planning the whole 
work on this basis, making efforts to build 
an educational system capable of training 
children for a new social order." It has 
gone far in setting up laws for the protec- 
tion of women and children. Five outstand- 
ing ones follow: (1) "A woman cannot be 
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discharged from her work during preg- 
nancy or while on motherhood leave." (2) 
"The pregnant mother is not admitted to 
night work nor to take on supplementary 
work." (3) "The mother working in a fac- 
tory or engaged in physical labor is released 
from all work for a period of eight weeks 
before and after the child's birth and with 
full wages." (4) "The mother has a right 
to money for a layette in cases where her 
wages are low. But every mother has a 
right to all other kinds of assistance; she 
has the privilege of family consultation ad- 
vice and guidance and milk kitchens." (5) 
"When the baby is ill, his mother receives a 
leave of absence with full wages for the 
time of his illness in order to give the 
necessary care to her child." 
While the state assumes the responsibil- 
ity for the education of the children, it 
would not relieve the parents of certain 
duties. Infants are placed in creches and 
nursery schools while the mothers are at 
work, then taken by the parent at the end 
of the day; in this way the idea of inter- 
dependence is being built up. Many of the 
creches are closely connected with the fac- 
tories and farms. 
In each creche there is a "red corner," 
described in the book as "a parlor with 
Lenin's portrait, furnished with furniture 
and books for recreation"; this shows the 
extent to which the state is determined to 
provide communistic education. 
All the work done in these schools is not 
only carefully planned, but recorded after 
it is carried out, for research and critical 
study for future use in reconstructing and 
improving education. The book is unusual- 
ly interesting. There is much in it that we 
in a democratic society can apply. The de- 
scriptions of the toys and play apparatus 
are very good. Throughout the book the 
education of the whole child is stressed, but 
there seemed to be no place for the develop- 
ment of initiative. 
Maey Louise Seeger 
NEWS OF THE COLLEGE 
Virginia is well on its way to solving the 
educational problems of its teachers and 
three-quarters of a million school children, 
ex-Governor E. Lee Trinkle, now president 
of the State Board of Education, predicted 
in an address before students and faculty 
at the quarterly convocation exercises Jan- 
uary 5. 
In the held of education, as in other 
professions, said Governor Trinkle, there 
are many teachers designated as such, who 
are not. The State Board is beginning to 
realize a shortage of capable and competent 
teachers for its schools. Determined to 
give the state a leadership that is worth- 
while, the State Board of Education has 
decreed that after 1942 no teacher's certih- 
cate will be issued to one who has not had 
four years of college training. 
The fall quarter closed December 18 at 
noon with the conclusion of examinations; 
the winter quarter began on January 4. 
Four students, Lillye Candace Boswell, of 
Roanoke, Annie Atkins Leach, of Amiss- 
ville, Sarah Allison Painter, of Harrison- 
burg, and Sadie Caroline Williams, of 
Richmond, completed requirements for the 
bachelor's degree, while one student, Cath- 
erine Virginia Shank, of Harrisonburg, 
completed the two-year curriculum. 
The list of honor students for the fail 
quarter has been announced by Dr. H. A. 
Converse, Registrar, as follows: 
FIRST HONORS 
Seniors: Elizabeth Alexander, Waverly 
Hall, Georgia; Agnes Bargh, Cape Charles; 
Clara Bruce, Salem; Elsie Jarvis, Mathews; 
Ruth Mathews, Front Royal; Mildred Mil- 
ler, Harrisonburg; Lena Mundy, Harrison- 
burg ; Geraldine Selby, Chincoteague; Helen 
Shular, East Stone Gap; Lurlene Walker, 
Bedford; Olivia Wooding, Long Island. 
Juniors: Maxine Cardwell, Clarendon; 
Mary Flanagan, Luray; Janet Miller, Har- 
